
ROSE CITY SPIRIT WEEK
Student Leadership Board organized Spirit Week 

to encourage people to feel a part of the school 

community. According to SLB president Amanda 

Almazan, it was “a thing we did for students to 

participate and have fun.” There were games 

and dress up days, but the day with the most 

participation was  the Halloween costume contest 

on Friday, October 30.

MODEL SCHOOL VISIT
On Friday, December 11, we had a visiting team 

from the California Department of Education. 

They had a full day of meetings and classroom 

visits. They met with teachers and staff, parents, 

school and district administration, and community 

members. At the end of their meetings, they had 

lunch with students. They prepared a report to 

recommend us as a Model Continuation School to 

state superintendent Tom Torlakson.

P1 /  MODEL SCHOOL

Student Leadership Board 
organzed Spirit Week. 
RCHS was recommended 
for recognition as a Model 
Contiunation School.

P2 /  NEW VISION

Classroom remodeling 
continues. Students attend 
world premiere of Breaking 
Through at the Pasadena 
Playhouse.

P3 /  PERSONAL TOUCH

Heart-to-Heart group begins 
group meetings. Students 
collect canned goods 
and socks for Families in 
Transition.

P4 /  ACADEMIC FOCUS

Students react to the end 
of the CAHSEE. RCHS 
debate team places higher 
than ever before in LAMDL 
tournament.
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People keep saying that this school is the 
‘best kept secret.’ I want you to let the 
secret out so the district and community 
know how great Rose City is. 

“

”-Dr. Milisav (Mike) Ilic, President of the 
California Continuation School Association



Rose City High School 
Students Get Front Row 
Seats at Pasadena Playhouse

Students who are in the Career Planning 
class have gotten to enjoy a newly remodeled 
classroom. Principal Jack Loos applied for and 
received a grant. He met with an architect and 
designer to redesign classrooms. The furniture 
and colors are modern, and not like a traditional 
classroom at all. Ms. Saxton’s room and Ms. 

Lopez’s room both got new paint, furniture, and 
flooring, but room 17 looks the most different 
from a traditional room. According to Mr. 
Slominski, the CEO Pathway teacher for Career 
Planning, this plan has been in the works for at 
least a year. He said that the goal is to make “all 
of our work spaces conducive to 21st century 

workplaces and learning environments.” Room 
17 has modular seating that can be arranged 
for group work, individual work, and can be 
changed to accomodate a large audience when 
there is a guest speaker. 

This show was awesome. It’s a 
totally different experience in the 
front row.   -Junior Guadalupe Villegas

“
”

>> by Brandy Silva, photos courtesy
of Michael Slominski
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>> by Brandy Silva, photos by Daniel Eggers

Classrooms for the 21st Century

On November 7, students from Ms. Pringle’s English class walked 
to the Pasadena Playhouse to see the world premiere production of 
“Breaking Through.” The brand-new musical was about a young 
woman on a journey to making it in the music business. Students 
had pre- and post-production workshops with teaching artist Robert 
Paterno. The discussions were about what it is really like to make 
a living as an artist, and what the chances of breaking through are 
in real life. In the front row, students had an experience they won’t 
forget.



3

HUMANS
OF ROSE CITY
>> photos by Kaylee Romero and Daniel Eggers

”

  I started here as a 
short-term substitute, 
but when the position 
came up, I applied to 

stay. This is a great 
school for students 

who need individual 
attention. The staff is 

really positive.   .
JAMES CHACON

Student Safety 
Officer

“

”

   This was my first 
full-time teaching job. 
I’ve seen our school 

change a lot over time. 
This school is good for 
taking personal care of 

students. We always 
give you a second (and 

third) chance.   . 
BONNY COLLINS 
History teacher &

Debate Coach

“

    A lot of the kids here are 
actually smart but for whatever 
reason they don’t try. My goal 
is to get out of here as fast as 
possible and succeed.
JOSE ALVARADO, 
Sophomore

“

”

   People think this is a 
bad school with a bad 
environment, but it’s actually 
good. I feel secure and I 
know I can do things at my 
own pace.
JENNIFER RODRIGUEZ, 
Senior

“

”

Taking care of       
each other

Heart-to-Heart is a support group 
for girls to have a place to talk about 
any issues they are dealing with. The 
group meetings are run by Ms. Camille 
Pierce-Trujillo. They are on Mondays 
at noon in room 6B. Any girl can join. 
Workshops will incude discussions 
and guest speakers on healthy rela-

tionships, positive body image, and 
healthy lifestyles. Everything that is 
discussed is kept confidential. Ms. 
Camille said that she wants to be 
“encouraging young women to know 
their strenghts.” Girls who attend the 
meetings say that it is friendly and 
fun, and that the conversations and 

activites are interesting. 
Families in Transition held a holiday 
canned food drive and sock drive in 
December. Rose City students brought 
in food to donate and it was collected 
by SLB students. The donations were 
given to needy families during winter 
break.



  Student Leadership Board (SLB) made a trip to the Queen Mary in Long Beach to attend “Dark 

Harbor.” The Halloween event consisted of elaborate mazes, music and decorations. After school 

on Friday, SLB advisors Michael McNeely and Adriana Lopez drove students to Long Beach and 

they stayed there all evening. This was “a fun event to get into the Halloween spirit” said senior 

SLB president Amanda Almazan.

The Rose City Debate team participated in their 

third tournament on December 11-12 at South Gate 

High School. The debate topic was whether the 

government should curtail domestic survailence. 

Rose City students came home with a trophy, and 

debate coach Ms. Bonny Collins was recognized 

at by the Los Angeles Metropolitan Debate League 

as  an outstanding debate coach. She was honored 

with a plaque. 

Debate team competes in third 
tournament; Ms. Collins receives honor
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CAHSEE is 
suspendeddark harbor       

Queen Mary

On October 7, Governor Jerry Brown 

signed SB 172 into law, ending the Exit 

Exam as a graduation requirement. 

Former students who completed all 

of their requirements except for the 

CAHSEE can go back to their old 

school districts and request a diploma. 

According to guidance counselor Mrs. 

Cordiero-Benson, there will eventually 

be another test that 9th graders have 

to take to graduate. According to the 

California Department of Education’s 

website, there is no time established 

for the new test to be given.

>> by Concepcion Sierra-Lopez


